
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASIIINCTON. D.C. 20463

October 28, 2009

VIA ELECTRONIC AND U.S. MAIL
Carl J. Romanclii _

I
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

RE: MUR5783
Carl J. Romanclli

O Dear Mr. Romanelli:

On October 20, 2009, ihe Federal Election Commission accepted the signed conciliation
agreement submitted on your behalf in settlement of violations of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(f), a
provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended C*lhe Act"). Accordingly,
the file has been closed in this matter,

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See
Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed.
Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003). Information derived in connection with any conciliation attempt
will not become public without the written consent of the respondent and the Commission. See
2U.S.C.§437g(aX4XB),

Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed conciliation agreement for your files.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1 650.

Sincerely,

Attorney

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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W CONCILIATION AGREEMENT
U1
(N This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission ("Commission"), pursuant
T
^ to information ascennined in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities.

^ The Commission found reason to believe that Carl RomanelllL for U.S. Senate, and Shane

Novak, in his official capacity as Treasurer, and Carl Romonclli (collectively MRcsponOenU>")r

violated 2 U.S.C. §§434(b), 44la(r)of ihc Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended

("(heAct"),and II CF.R. §§ 104.3and 110.9.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondenls, having participated in

informal methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby agree

as follow*:

T. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent* and the subject matter of

this proceeding, and (his agreement has the efiecl oi'an agrooflicnr entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

§ 4378(aX4)(AKi).

II. Respondents enter voluntarily into tins agreement with the Commission,

in. The pertinent facts in this matter ore as follows:

Applicable Law

}. The Acl dc fines a "contribution" as including "any gin, subscription, loon,

advance, or deposit of money or anything of value made by any person for the

purpose of influencing any election for Federal office." 2 U.S.C. § 43i(8)(A)(i).
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2. The Act defines an "expenditure" as including a "purchase, payment, distribution,

low, advance, deposit or gill oi' money or Anything of valve, made by any person

for (he purpose of influencing any election ibr Federal Office." 2 U.S.C.

§431(9XA)(i).
on
<qr 3 . During (he 2006 election cycle, the Act provided that nn persnn could make
in
Nl contributions to any candidate and his authorized committees with respect to any
in
™ election for Federal office, which in the aggregate, exceeded $2, 1 00. Set 2
*3T
2 U.S.C. § 44la(a)(lXA); 11 C.F.R. § 110.1(b).
<P
^ 4. Each treasurer of a political committee shall file periodic reports oi' (he

committee's receipts and disbursements with the Commission. See 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(aXi). In the case of an authorized committee of a candidate for federal

office, these reports shall include, inter alia, the amount of cash on hand at the

beginning of the reporting period, see 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(l); ihe toial amounts of

Hie comrai lice's receipts ibr the election cycle, see 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(2); and the

total amounts of the committee's disbursement* for the election cycle. See 2

U.S.C.§434(b)(4).

Factual Background

5. Carl Romanelli for U.S. Senate ("Romanelli Committee") is ihe authorized

committee of Carl Romanelli, who ran for the office of U.S. Senate in 2006 in

Pennsylvania. The Romaoelli Committee registered with the Commission as a

federal political committee on Mny 31, 2006.

6. Shane NovnV is the Treasurer of (he Romanelli CoramiUec as well as tiio

Treasurer for the Green Party of Luzerae County, PA ("GPL")-
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7. Carl Romanelli is also the Co-Choir of OPT,.

8. In the spring of2Q06, Romanclli began soliciting contributions on behalf of the

Green Party of Luzeme County, I}A ("GPL") to obtain balloi access for

Pennsylvania Green Party candidates.
O
in 9, Witli the funds raised, GPT, and Romanclli hired JSM,Inc.lo secure petitions so
un
W thai Pennsylvania Green Paity candidates could qualify for the ballot in the 2006
i/i
™ general election in Pennsylvania. GPL paid $87,748 to JSM, Inc. for the
T
< a r . . . .2. petitioning services.
OT>
w 1 tt fly paying for petitioning services {tai wouk) muasi Rom&acllt in qualifying for

the Pennsylvania ballot, GPL made in-kind contributions of approximately

511,000 lu the Romanclli Committee.

11. The Romanelli CummmiLlocand Romanelli knowingly accepted excessive in-

kind contributions totaling S8.900.

12. In its Tint 2006 July Quarterly Report, filed July 18,2006, UKJ Romaoelli

Commiiicc reported receiving $6fi,000 in in-kind contributions from GPL.

13. In Its Amended 2006 July Quarterly Report, filed August 25,2006, Ihc Ronwnclli

Committee reported receiving an in-kind contribution from GPL in the amount of

$13,200. The Romanclli Commiliee erroneously noted that the purpose of the in-

kind contribution was for coordinated party expenditures when GPL was not

authorized to make such expenditures.

14. The Romanclli Committee contends that it made good faith attempts to comply

with the statutory and regulatory requirements of dm Act, and any violations

resulted from a luck of understanding of such requirements and were inadvertent.
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IV, Respondents committed Che fallowing violations:

1. Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. ff 441n(a)(f) and 11 C.F.R. § 1 J0.9 by

knowingly accepting excessive in-kind contributions.

2. The Rumanelli Committee violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(bX2)v (4) and 11 C.F.K.
«H
in § 104,3(a), 0X4) by failing to accurately report Ihe in-kind conlri but ions Hurt
u>
1*1 il received.
in
^ V. Respondents will cease and desist from violating 2 U.S.C. §§ 441 a(f), 434<b) and

2 11 C.F.R. §§104.3,110.9.
c&̂
 VI. In ordinary circumstances, the Commission would seek a civil penalty based on

the violations outlined in this ngreement. However, the Commission is taking Into account die

fact that the Romanclli Committee has liitlc cash on hand, and a limited ability to raise any

additional funds. Tn addition. Respondent Carl Romanclli, throngh the submission of financial

documentation to the Commission and additional rqweseniations, has demonstrated thai financial

hardship prevents him from paying the full civil penalty to (he Commission, 'llic Commission

regards these submissions and representations as material representation^. Due lo live miligating

circumstances, which include Respondents' financial condition, the Commission agrees lo deport

froiu the civil penally that the Commission would uurmally seek for the violations at issue, und

the Commission agrees thnt uo civil penalty will be duo. If evidence is uncovered indicating

Respondents' /Inanciaf condition is nor as stated, a total civil penally of up to six thousand five

hundred dollars ($6,500) shall be immediately due. pursuant to 2 U.S.C. $ 437g(aX5XA).

VII. Respondents agree thai the Committee's Treasurer or other personnel responsible

fnr complying with the Act and Commission regulations, including the person who prepares its

disclosure report*, will attend an appropriate Commission-sponsored training program for
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political committee* within eighteen (2 8) months of the effective date of this agreement.

Respondents shall submil evidence of registration end attendance at such event lo the

Commission.

Vltt. To tfw extent they have not already done so, Jtaspoudeats will amend the FKC
<\J
in reports altecled by the activities described herein.
in
Nl ix. The Commission,, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C
in
N § 437g(aX I) concerning ihe mailer* ai issue herein or on its own motion, may review compliance

_ with this agreement. If the Commission believes lhal this agreement or nny requirement thereof
0)
^ hay been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the United States District Court for

ihe District of Columbia.

X. This agreement shall become effective aft of the date thai nil parties hereto have

executed some and the Commission has approved the entire agreement

XI. Except as otherwise provided, Respondents shall have no more than 30 days from

the dale this agreement becomes effective to comply wiib and implement the requirements

contained in this agreement ami to so notify the Commission.

XH. This Conciliation Agreement constiiuies the entire agreement between the parties

on ihe matters raised herein, and no olher statement, promise, or agreement, either written or

oral, made by either party or by agents of cither party* that is not contained in ihte \vriitcn

agreement shall be cnforccahle.
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FOR THE COMMISSION:

Thomasenia P. Duncan
General Counsel

BY:
Ann Marie Terzalcen
Associate General Couiuel
For Enforcement

FORTHERESPO>4r)ENTS:

Dale

Carl Rwrnarwlli for U.S. Senate

Date

Date


